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the difficulty most satisfactorily if we exclude the question
of the enormous cost which it must needs involve. We can

easily imagine that this will be the substance of the report
of the Commissioners of the recent inquiry, who, however,
have not yet finished their task, inasmuch as they are making
arrangements to visit the company’s works and to inspect
the private fittings in the consumers’ houses during the
present week. Their report will be awaited with unusual
interest. 

___

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE
MEDICAL SERVICES IN INDIA.

WE have received a number of communications from

medical officers and members of the medical profession
practising in India, as well as cuttings from various journals
published in that country, regarding the action taken in the
Public Health Section of the British Medical Association at
their late meeting in respect more especially of the Indian
Medical Service and the alleged utter inadequacy of

the present sanitary administration of the Government
of India. These communications emanate from officers

and others of different ranks in various parts of

India, and also in this country, and are of various

lengths ; but they all agree in protesting, more or less

strongly and indignantly, against the statements which
have been put forward, and in alleging that the picture
which has been drawn, instead of being an accurate

representation of the facts, is rather a caricature, unjust
alike to the Indian Government and its medical services
and to the profession generally in India. We have
deemed it best, on the whole, and after careful con-

sideration, not to publish the letters addressed to us.

In the first place THE LANCET is in no way responsible
for the repudiated statements ; and in the second place
we have made it a general rule not to publish con-

tributions attacking other journals or affecting individuals
connected with them for various reasons, the principal one
being that their publication in THE LANCET might give
rise to misconstruction and be attributed perhaps to an

antagonistic spirit or to some unworthy motive or other.

Moreover, on the present occasion the length of some of the
communications, and the references to statements that have
appeared elsewhere, introduce difficulties of a prohibitive
kind. We have been led to make the foregoing remarks by
way of apology for what might otherwise seem an apparent
want of courtesy to various contributors for whom we enter-
tain the highest respect. If we may be allowed to offer a

suggestion as to the proper course to be adopted, it would be
that our correspondents should address their communications
or representations on the subject to the President of the
British Medical Association.

THE DANGERS OF CYCLING.

THERE can be no manner of doubt that cycle riding
has become popular with all classes, and, practised with
moderation and within certain limits, no form of exercise
can be more helpful in promoting a healthy balance of
mind and body. The passion for propelling the body on
wheels dates from the second decade of the present century,
when the beaux of the West-end developed a predilection
for dangling their legs from the hobby-horse. In 1846 a
machine was constructed on which the rider balanced
himself with his feet removed from the ground, and the
"bone-shaker," the "ordinary," and its modified form the
"Kangaroo" followed. But from no point of view were

any of these machines satisfactory. It was not until the

year 1885 that a really satisfactory machine, constructed
upon rational principles, was introduced, and became the
model upon which the most popular machines have since been
constructed. Many improvements have, however, been made

upon the old model, and wheeling has become popular with
both sexes, with old and young, with the rich and, we may
even add, the poor. Another cause of its popularity is, per-
haps, the patronage given to cycling by many of the Royal
family. In the popularity of the exercise, however, there lies
a danger, and many of the accidents that occur might easily
be avoided if the exercise were not indulged in so recklessly.
Within the last few days there has been a series of deaths
consequent upon cycle riding. In one case a child aged eleven
years fell from a machine which he had hired and which he
was incompetent to ride; in another case a man who had
passed middle age collided with a van and fell under the
wheels of the vehicle ; and a minister and a well-known
entomologist in America lost their lives from bicycle falls.
With regard to children who hire bicycles the person who lets
them out for hire should be held responsible if an accident
occurs. We have often wondered that accidents from this
cause do not happen more frequently. In poor neighbourhoods,
especially on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings, lads
of quite a tender age can be seen executing the most intricate
and complicated patterns in the streets and roads, showing
their utter inability to manage their machines. In the case
of those of maturer years the responsibility rests with them-
selves, and those who have passed the pr:me of life should
avoid as far as possible any endeavour to thread the intri-
cate maze of vehicles in the main streets of our large
cities ; for, apart from the danger of loss of presence of

mind, or of "side slip " when riding a " pneumatic" on
slippery roads-a prolific source of accidents-the nervous
strain which is set up is not at all conducive to health.

SMOKING IN COAL MINES.

THE evil wrought by want of thought, though not less

injurious, may sometimes be more excusable than that which
is done of set purpose. Not always, however, for there are
instances in which the very omission implies a defect of will
which is in a manner wilful. Among these may be reckoned
such an example of heedless perversity as that which cost
the lives of thirteen colliers last April in the Quarter Colliery,
Stirlingshire. The cause of this catastrophe, as explained in
the Board of Trade report, was the careless rather than

thoughtless habit still prevalent among miners of smoking
while underground. There could not have been here

a question of ignorance. Working miners in our day
are fully conscious of the grave risk incurred-nay,
invited-by this mischievous custom. It is certainly no
apology to plead the force of temptation. Men in
other callings are constantly compelled by reasons of

policy, which are far less cogent than the known claim of
duty in respect of a neighbour’s life, to smoke at set times
and places, and at no other. It implies no hardship that the
pit-worker should be made to do likewise. Neither does the

alleged greater safety of Scotch mines, inasmuch as they are
less liable to the explosion of firedamp, constitute a valid
excuse. Gas, as is now well known, is not the only explosive
medium. The mixture of air and finely divided coal dust
suspended in it, which exists in every mine, provides in full
measure the factors necessary to the production of this

dangerous atmosphere. The best subterranean ventila-

tion, the greatest skill in lamp construction, will do
little to secure the workman’s safety unless he be
himself sufficiently alive to his own and his neigh-
bour’s danger to subordinate a desire the indulgence of
which is criminal to the clearly recognised claims of
mutual duty. Smoking underground is no more permissible
than smoking near a powder magazine or a store of

dynamite. The offence is in every case identical. Pre-

vention, it is evident, is the sole remedy for its ruinous con.
sequences, and this fact ought to be kept in view throughout
the whole course of the miner’s education and employment.


